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%w{/ septic system is your responsibility!

id you know that as a homeowner you're responsible for maintaining

your septic system? Did you know that maintaining your septic 4 -
system protects your investment in your home? Did you know that
you should periodically inspect your system and pump out your septic tank? 7 i

If properly designed, constructed, and
maintained, your septic system can
provide long-term, effective treatment
of household wastewater. If your septic

»l"'"m

system isn’t maintained, you might need
. . Soil
to replace it, costing you thousands of 2
dollars. A malfunctioning system can
contaminate groundwater that might be
a source of drinking water. And if you
sell your home, your septic system must

be in good working order. e Groundwater

rotect Your Septic System

Inspect your system (every 3 years) and pump your tank as necessary
(generally every 3 to 5 years).

Use water efficiently.
Don’t dispose of household hazardous wastes in sinks or toilets.

Care for your drainfield. Avoid driving or parking vehicles on your
drainfield. Plant only grass over and near your drainfield to avoid
damage from roots.

F/ow does it work?

A typical septic system has four main components: a pipe from the home, a septic tank, a
drainfield, and the soil. Microbes in the soil digest or remove most contaminants from wastewater

before it eventually reaches groundwater.

The septic tank is a buried, Riser Manhole Riser(s)

watertight container typically made
g yp y | To additional treatment

of concrete, fiberglass, or polyeth- From house | and/ox dispersal
e —

ylene. It holds the wastewater long mt{{

enough to allow solids to settle out - s B

(forming sludge) and oil and grease
to float to the surface (as scum). It

also allows partial decomposition of

the solid materials. Compartments

and a T-shaped outlet in the septic

tank prevent the sludge and scum from leaving Drainfield
Jmuﬂ f ¢ S

the tank and traveling into the drainfield area. -
L s
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Screens are also recommended to keep solids
from entering the drainfield.

The wastewater exits the septic tank and is
discharged into the drainfield for further treat-
ment by the soil.

Microorganisms in the soil provide final treat-

ment by removing harmful bacteria, viruses, Groundwater

and nutrients.

//0!1/ do | maintain my septic system?

Pump frequently
You should have your septic system inspected at least '
se Water Efficiently!

every 3 years by a professional and your tank pumped
y Oy y a p! y pump

as necessary (generally every 3 to 5 years).
Fill the bathtub with only as

Use water efficiently much water as you need

Average indoor water use in the typical single-family Turn off faucets while shaving

home is almost 70 gallons per person per day. or brushing your teeth

Dripping faucets can waste about 2,000 gallons of Run the dishwasher and

. clothes washer only when
water each year. Leaky toilets can waste as much as they're full
200 gallons each day. The more water a household ) .
Use toilets to flush sanitary

conserves, the less water enters waste only (not kitty litter,
N“\\“ NN the septic system. diapers, or other trash)

S\‘.“N', Ws‘ﬂ‘“\ Flush responsibly Make sure all faucets are

completely turned off when
e Dental floss, feminine hygiene not in use
Xcloggefs products, condoms, diapers, Maintain your plumbing to
a iter, cigarette

cotton swabs, cigarette butts, eliminate leaks

coffee grounds, cat litter, paper Install aerators in the faucets
in your kitchen and bathroom

diapers, © o
iiters, coffee grOut
‘:g\:zase, feminine nhygiene

produc\s, efc.

Killers

micals,
usehold chemtee:
m;so\'me, oll, pes\\c\des‘

antifreeze. paint, efc.

towels, and other kitchen and
bathroom items can clog and Replace old dishwashers,
toilets, and clothes washers
; with new, high-efficiency
system components. Flushing models

potentially damage septic

household chemicals, gasoline, oil, pesticides, antifreeze, e e e e o eien

and paint can stress or destroy the biological treatment conservation, please visit
www.epa.gov/owm/water-

taking place in the syst ight contaminate surf i
aKing place 1n the system or mignt contaminate suriace efflclency

waters and groundwater.
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housenold o pes\\cxdes,

asoline, 0!
%m\heeze paint, etC:

For more information, contact your local health department
or visit www.epa.gov/owm/onsite

832-B-02-006

dn >pnq o} saunixyy Buiquinid asnpd und

puDp s3ssa20.d jusauynal} Sdoys 10 UMOP SMO|S J3IPM DAISSIIXD UM pPloluInIp
9y Buipoold ‘pIayuIpnIp 3y} wolj ADMD swdisAs aBPUIDIP 19}PM IDLINS

10 J3}pMUIRA J3Y}o pub ‘suinip duind dwns jusawasng ‘suipap jooa daay)

spusuodwod wayshs
a1das aayio 40 Hjuny ‘sadid sy} abpwpp 10 pjeKuUIRIP 1noK ul |10s 3y} PPdwod
und os Buioq ‘wajsAs d13das anok jo pind Aup uo s9PIYIA dund 4o dALIp uoq

‘pI3yuInIp 3y} abpwnp pup Bop ybiw sqnays
410 s394} AgIDBU WOy Sooy ‘wdjishs d1das anok apau pub 1310 sspab Ajuo jup|d

PI3}juInIp InoA nai} 0} MO

‘sjueinjod 3s3Y} JO 1SOW AW A[SATIIID [[IM

1 ‘Ajradoad Surspiom ST walsAs d1das e J “Ysy[[oYs 10 197em PIJeUIWBIU0D JO UONSIJUI J0 JOBJU0D
ApOq JO3IIPUL IO JIIIP YSNOIY} SISBISIP [EIIUNWWIOD ISNLD URD SUISOYJR "AdURjUI UL (SWIOIP
-uAs &qeq an[q se umouy os[e) e;wauyqo]%owaqmw se [[oMm se ‘suogeog[dwoo Adueusaid asned ued
J191em %up[up[p ur uasonIu-ayesju 9AISSIXT "SWOO[q ae%pe qu%gsun asned ued jey) sjuaLinu 1ue[d
Jnenbe are smoquoqd pue uasont N "S9snJia pue eLjoeq Bugsneo-aseasgp pue ‘smoquoqd
‘U9B0MIU dxe J9jemdlsem ployasnoy ur sjueinjjod [ed1dA] ‘$90Inosal Jjem 3unddjoid pue sessip

pue uondjul jo peaids Syi Sunuaasid Spn[our 9FemSIS JO JUSWIEII] 9fes 10j SU0Seal poos BYI()

'Amgqeg[ [eﬁa] e asod P[nod pue anjea s‘&uadmd InoA

JOMO] [[1m AredaIsIp Ul U0 IO W3}sAs ddas A[qesnun Uy “WIISAS Y} JO 9ZIS Y} pue asnoy 3yj ul
QAL sldosd Auewr Moy uo Sugpusdsp ‘s1eak Gol¢ £1949 Surdwind paau [[m WA)SAS Inox *UI)SAS
2Iud 9y} urdedal Jo 150 Iy} I9PISUOD NOA UIYM uredreq e sI (s1edh ¢ 1949 3sed] Je) pajoadsut
wa)sAs ondas Inok %ugmeH 'md[no 9} U330 SI ddURUJUTEW J1ood pue ‘aoe]d;u Jo aredar 0} JAIS
-uadxa are swalsAs ondas %ug[pe_:[ jAouowr aAes 0} ST wA)sAs d1das INOA urejurew 0} UOseal &93[ \v4

¢wiayshs siydas Aw uinjuipw | pjnoys lim/’

OWTS-companion-1.indd 2 4/22/2003, 1:54:17 PM

i



